THE  DEFENCE   OF   DEMOCRACY

who undergo it. The path of greater awareness is
strait and full of thorns to-day. The temptation to
relapse into inertia becomes steadily stronger as the
difficulties of disengaging ourselves from the compul-
sions of an unconscious social order increase. But pre-
cisely because the temptation is so great and so
ubiquitous, the need of contending with it is more
urgent. Our every act must be the act of a responsible
man. These are days, as the late Pope said, 'when
nobody is allowed to be mediocre'.
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